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/ochen chotto schpiel/: "very little play" 
“hip and odd” start-up theatre is back for the new year. 
Abbreviated Enlightenment expands to two venues and a festival!
www.abbreviatedenlightenment.com
Abbreviated Enlightenment Productions took Dallas by storm this summer, earning a rave review from the Dallas Morning News and “critics’ picks” from the Observer, The Guide Live, and KERA arts beat. Re-opening in November, the company again earned acclaim from the Guide and has continued to grow. Their signature show, /ochen chotto schpiel/: “very little play” performs an entire alphabet of reality-based short-works containing live music, art, theater, and improv in one fast-paced audience-driven show. This “very little play” group promises to deliver all the quality elements of fringe entertainment in one convenient dose. 
Lawson Taitte reports that the little plays are “very funny indeed – all written by the performers, based on their own real-life experiences,” and that “connoisseurs of the hip and the odd” will find that /ochen chotto schpiel/ “is as strange and amusing as its moniker.” (DMN, Jul 20)
Tom Sime writes “Abbreviated Enlightenment’s theatrical snippets add up to a very big show!” Tired of the same old? Tom says “This (show) is different. Quick hit laughs are one thing, but improv tear-jerkers, now that’s unusual.” (Guide Live, Nov 6)
Abbreviated Enlightenment will be returning to The Rosewood Center for Family Arts on Saturdays through February 19th, then performing in the Out of the Loop festival in Addison in March. 

The company will also be opening in a new venue on Thursday nights in cooperation with the West End Comedy Theatre at the West End. (Performing at 8 PM on Thursday nights through January.) Several of the improvisers appearing in /ochen chotto schpiel/ also perform regularly with the West End Comedy Theatre, including Victoria Hines, Angie Epley, and Brandon Enriquez. 

Producers Leslie and Brandon Fletcher emphasize the broad appeal of the show and they describe their audience as “smart, but not stodgy.” Ensemble members believe that they are “developing a response to ‘dumb culture’, not just an audience following.” Brandon puts it more bluntly, “When Who Wants to Marry a Millionaire became a part of our culture, I decided that I had to produce an alternative or give up and live on a deserted island.”  Leslie adds that, “Our audience network (built through shows, gigs, and festivals) can interact with and directly influence /ochen chotto schpiel/ plays and ideals so that the strict identities of actor and observer are replaced by an eccentric community.” 
Subject matter ranges from a lamentation for a dead cat to political haiku in this all ages show. Several plays are replaced weekly, so that the audience will never see the same show twice. Live music, dance, storytelling, art, and improv components guarantee that there is something for everyone. Even if the rare play just doesn’t tickle your fancy, at least it is over in 2 minutes. Leslie provides one caveat, “there is some mature content and language, but it is always tempered by intellect.”
Resident playwright ensemble: Matthew Byrd, Richard Goulde, Carol Anne Gordon, James Hargrave, Holly Hickman, Andra Laine, Kevin Moore, Michael Rittenhouse, Paula Sanders, Lisa Streiff, Romie Stott, Kathleen Vaught

Improviser collaborators: Angie Epley, Brandon Enriquez, Victoria Hines, Clark McKnight, Spencer Prokop, Maxine Shapiro, Robin Taylor

Musician collaborators: Chris Dempsey, Courtney Fairchild, Daniel Lyons

Artist collaborators: Henry Demond, Elias Ghosn, Emily Gordon, James Hargrave, David Piper
Masters of lights and sound: Patrick Dempsey, Robert Silva
LISTINGS INFO: 

What:

/ochen chotto schpiel/: "very little play" 
Produced by: Abbreviated Enlightenment Productions

*Listing should occur under both: /Ochen Chotto Schpiel/ and Abbreviated Enlightenment if possible, and cross-referenced. 

Running:

Saturdays, 8pm and 10 pm (The Rosewood)
January 8, 15, 22, 29; February 5, 12, 19
Thursdays, 8 pm (The West End Comedy Theatre)

January 6, 13, 20, 27

Admission is $10, advance reservations $9. 
Locations:

The Rosewood Center
5938 Skillman
Dallas, TX

Corner of Northwest Highway and Skillman

The West End Comedy Theatre

West End Market Place

603 Munger Avenue, Suite 100B

Dallas, Texas 75202
Reservations:

Tickets can be purchased at the door, and reservations made by emailing/calling:

Abbreviated Enlightenment Productions

1-877-590-4400

www.abbreviatedenlightenment.com
reservations@abbreviatedenlightenment.com
Advance reservations receive a $1 discount!
 

