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  July 8, 2004
/ochen chotto schpiel/: "very little play" 
Opens July 17th, 2004 at the Addison Conference Centre

The Dallas area has a new theater company, Abbreviated Enlightenment Productions, whose first show /ochen chotto schpiel/: “very little play” performs an entire alphabet of reality-based short-works containing music, art, theater, and improv in one fast-paced audience-driven show. This “very little play” group promises to deliver all the quality elements of fringe entertainment in one convenient dose. 
“Very little play” is conceived and produced by Leslie and Brandon Fletcher, two natives of the DFW area who have brought a present home after living in Chicago for about 10 years. Brandon hails from Newman Smith HS in Carrollton, and holds an MBA from the University of Chicago. Leslie attended Plano Sr. High, and is currently an MBA student at the University of Chicago. She is also on the board of directors of two theater companies: the Neo-Futurists in Chicago and Lila Theatre in San Francisco. Jill Mueller, the director of Lila Theater, is the artistic director for the improvisers performing in /ochen chotto schpiel/.  
Leslie defends the strange title, /ochen chotto schpiel/ - in Russian, Japanese, and German, as another symbol of fusion in a show of combined disciplines. “We believe fusing music, painting, dance, and theater together and compressing these performances into fewer than 2 minutes improves the quality of performance. In every rehearsal we debate ‘how could we possibly make this shorter’, and the resulting product is much purer and more potent for the audience. Every play is the climax, no more no less.” 
The foreign language title also signals that the show is structured by different alphabets. An English Alphabet program one week will have 26 plays and a Russian Cyrillic program the next will have will have 33. Additional acts include pre-show community gaming, an improvised audience warm-up, and musical/artistic finales.

Brandon, pre-empting a mis-conception, denies that the show is “inscrutably crazy performance art”. “In my opinion,” Brandon explained, “you can’t just throw anything you find in the refrigerator together and expect it to taste good. I think many people are turned off by the notion of art that you’re supposed to like because it’s ‘avant-garde’. Frankly, we threw out anything involving dead horses, dung beetles, unusual pictures of the Pope, and pieces that required a full understanding of Foucault.” 
The couple also emphasizes the broad appeal of the show and they describe their audience as “smart, but not stodgy.” The subject matter ranges from a lamentation for a dead cat to political haiku in this all ages show. Leslie provides once caveat, “there is some mature content and language, but it is always tempered by intellect.”
Resident writers ensemble: Matthew Byrd, David Ervin, Carol Anne Gordon, James Hargrave, Holly Hickman, Andra Laine, Kevin Moore, Mauricio Ripke, Michael Rittenhouse, Paula Sanders, Kathleen Vaught

Improviser collaborators: Clark McKnight, Spencer Prokop, Maxine Shapiro, Robin Taylor

Musician collaborators: Courtney Fairchild, Daniel Lyons

Artist collaborators: James Hargrave

Master of lights and sound: Robert Silva

LISTINGS INFO: 

What:

/ochen chotto schpiel/: "very little play" 
Produced by: Abbreviated Enlightenment Productions

Opening:

Saturday, July 17th. 8 pm and 10 pm.
Admission is $10.
Running:

Saturdays, 8pm and 10 pm
Through August 7th at the Addison Conference Centre

Permanent venue TBD
Admission is $10.
Location:

The Addison Conference Centre

15650 Addison Road

Addison, TX

Reservations:

Tickets can be purchased at the door, and reservations made by emailing/calling:

Abbreviated Enlightenment Productions

1-877-590-4400

www.abbreviatedenlightenment.com
reservations@abbreviatedenlightenment.com
 

